
 

Sat,   04/10/21                       05:30 pm 
 Ogechukwu Theresa Nwokelo 
          

Sun,  04/11/21             09:00 am 
 Angelito Nepomuceno 
 

 04/11/21             11:00 am 
 Ogechukwu Theresa Nwokelo    

Mon, 04/12/21             07:00 am        
 Maria Victoria ‘Vicky” Lopez   

Tue,  04/13/21                     07:00 am 
 Tita de Sagun 
  

Wed,  04/14/21            07:00 am 
 Margaret Mary Rocchi   

Thu,  04/15/21             08:00 am 
 Alfred Tatyrek      

Fri,  04/16/21            08:00 am 
 Lucy Iovino 
 

Sat,   04/17/21                       08:30 am 
 Protection of Babies in the wombs 
 & their families 
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April 11, 2021 

 

AVAILABLE DAYS FOR MASS INTENTIONS 
 
  

APRIL 2021 
 

07:00am Wed 28 
 

MAY 2021 
 

07:00am Mon 3, Tue 4, Fri 7, Mon 10, Wed 12, Wed 19  
   Thu 20, Fri 21, Tue 25, Wed 26 
08:30am Sat 1, Sat 29 
05:30pm Sun 22 

 

Easter (Apr  3—4), 2021: $13,095.00 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

2 nd  S unday of 

E aster  
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Difference  
between the 

ñSpecial 
Gracesò &   

ñIndulgenceò  
on Divine 

Mercy  
Sunday  

 

The main difference is that an 

"indulgence" is something offered to the 
faithful by the Church, as the keeper of 

the keys of the kingdom, with authority 
to "bind and loose" (see Mt 16:17 -19). 
The special graces of Divine Mercy Sun-

day, on the other hand, were promised 
directly by our Lord, through a revelation 

given to St. Faustina (Diary 699). The 
Church has not officially ruled that this 
particular promise was an authentic su-

pernatural revelation (and no Catholic is 
required to believe it as a matter of 

faith), but the Church has discerned, in 
various ways, that there is nothing that 
violates Catholic doctrine in this promise.  
 

Here are the other main differences:  

1)  The only condition to get special 
graces is to receive Holy Communion 

worthily on Divine Mercy Sunday (or Vigil 
celebration) by making a good Confes-
sion beforehand  and staying in the state 

of grace and trusting in His Divine 
Mercy.  Any plenary indulgence granted 

by the Church, on the other hand, in-
volves the fulfillment of a number of con-
ditions, including prayer for the Holy Fa-

ther's intentions, Confession and Holy 
Eucharist, and the carrying out of the 

special indulgenced work (in this case: 
participating in public devotions to the 
Divine Mercy on Divine Mercy Sunday it-

self).  
 

2) The special graces promised by our 
Lord for Divine Mercy Sunday can be re-

ceived by a soul in a state of grace, but 
with imperfect love for God, and imper-

fect contrition for sin -as long as the 
benefits. A plenary indulgence, however, 
can     only  be   obtained   through   the  

,ÌÐÛàɯ"ÏÌÕɀÚɯ 
Conversion Story  

 I joined RCIA in my 
when I was 16 years old. I 
journeyed for 2 years, 
searching for my Heavenly 
Father. However, because I 

was considered an underaged child, the 
Church would not allow me to be baptized 
unless my parents gave the consent to do 
so. My parents were against my choice to 
be baptized, my dad was furious. It was a 
very hurtful time for me. I felt disap-
pointed, alone and wanted to forgo getting 
baptized.  
In my loneliness, I found myself flipping 
through my notebook that I used for per-
sonal reflection and found a note called 
Ɂ%ÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ+ÖÝÌɯ+ÌÛÛÌÙȭɂ   
This note was given to me I attended a re-
treat organized by my school. The passage 
warmed my heart and reminded me that I 
have a Father who loves me uncondition-
ally. It was difficult to receive this love, but 
God continued to affirm me of His love. My 
àÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÔàɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÞÈÚɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÌËɯ
in a way I least expected. Psalm 139 was my 
×ÙÈàÌÙɯÈÕËɯÔàɯÊÖÔÍÖÙÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯÍÖÙɯ
me.                                                To be continued... 

performance of an indulgenced work as an 

expression of pure love for God.  
 

3) The special graces that our Lord prom-
ised for Mercy Sunday can only be received 
for oneself. A plenary indulgence, however, 

can be offered for oneself, or for souls suf-
fering in purgatory.  
 

4) The most special grace promised by our 
Lord for Mercy Sunday is nothing less than 

the equivalent of a complete renewal of 
baptismal grace in the soul: "complete for-

giveness (remission) of sins and punish-
ment." Such a measure of grace can only 
be received otherwise through baptism it-

self, or through making a sacramental con-
fession as an act of perfect contrition for 

sin, out of pure love for God.  
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VICTORY IS OURS 
 

 Here is what the Readings for this 
week claim. By his cross, Christ con-
quered sin; by his resurrection, he de-
stroyed death. At Easter, we celebrate his 
victory with joy. 
 

The Second Reading affirms that Christõs 
victory is ours. If we have faith that Jesus 
is the Christ, then we are begotten by 
God. If we are, then we conquer the 
world. And if we do, then we love God, 
we love the children of God, and we keep 
Godõs commandments obediently. In that 
condition, we are victorious with Christ. 
 

But these lines in the Second Reading look 
like joy-destroyers, donõt they?   If we donõt 

READINGS  
Second Sunday of EasterðDivine Mercy 

 

 Reading I: Acts 4:32-35 
 Psalm: 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
 Reading II: 1 John 5:1-6 
 Gospel: John 20:19-31  

 
 
 

keep Godõs commandments, if we donõt love 
Godõs children, we donõt conquer the world. 
And if we donõt conquer the world, then we 
arenõt begotten of God. And in that case we 
donõt really have faith. How do we have vic-
tory then? 
 

And it gets worse. 
 

In another place, the same Epistle says that 
anyone who says he doesnõt have sin is a 
liar  (I John 1:8). So it seems that there is a 
Catch-22 here. If you sin, you arenõt victori-
ous. You are a loser. But if you try claiming 
that you donõt sin, you are guilty of lying, 
which is a sin; and so you arenõt victorious in 
that case either. 
 

It seems that whether you think you sin or 
think you donõt sin, you lose. So what hap-
pened to our victory? Where is joy? 
 

The solution is to notice what faith is. Faith is 
the belief that Jesus is the Christ, the one 
whoñthe one who what? Well, the one who 
conquers sin and death. 
 

So here is the message from the Readings. 
For our part, we are saved from sin and 
death by believing that we are saved from 
sin and deathñby Christ. There is no Catch-
22. Even in our sinful state, where truth 
forces us to confess our disobedience and our 
failures in love, we are victoriousñover the 
sin and death in ourselvesñas long as we 
believe that Christ won the victory for us.  
 

This faith is what God requires of us, and the 
Second Reading is right:  this requirement 
isnõt burdensome.  
 

So here is our joy: As long as we believe that 
Christ won the victory for us, the victory of 
Christ is ours.                  
 

Eleonore Stump 




