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July 17—18, 2021: $4,045.00
July 16-17, 2022: $4,002.00
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How to help Souls in Purgatory
A
common
misconception
among Catholics, even good Catholics, is regarding what happens after
a person dies. Many are convinced
that their loved ones, as they pass
from this life to the next, immediately enter to the glory of heaven, even
if they did not live an exemplary or
holy life.

When someone dies many people say:
“He is already resting”, “she is in a
much better place”, “he no longer
suffers, he has passed away”! Even
though there are not bad intentions
with these statements, however they
could cause a lot of damage for obvious reasons.
If the deceased is in a “better place”,
that is, in heaven, then it is true that
he/she does not suffer because he/
she already enjoys eternal bliss in
heaven, therefore, it is not necessary
to pray, offer prayers or sacrifices for
his purification and the rest of his
soul. There is no need to pray for his

soul anymore, and why waste time
offering sacrifices for someone already in heaven?
But let's speak out with the blaze of
truth! Only souls of absolute purity, clean from all stain of sin or attachment, will be able to enter the
kingdom of heaven. If we are honest,
we have to admit that we have not
reached such a high degree. Only
those who have perfected themselves in charity - in supernatural
love for God and for their neighbor can enter into full holiness and enter
the house of God the Father, God the
Son, God the Holy Spirit, Mary, the
angels and the saints! ! Therefore, no
matter who the person is or who was,
in passing from this life to the next, it
is a very healthy and God-pleasing
practice to offer prayers, expiatory
sacrifices, Masses and alms for the
deceased. Don't canonize them ahead
of time! Let's not claim that they are
already in heaven; Only the Holy Father, Pope Francis, has the authority
to officially declare that the deceased
is holy, that he is in heaven.
Who dies in grace and friendship
with God but not perfectly purified,
needs greater purification to reach
the sanctity necessary to enter heaven, that is why they go through the
transitory state of purification, which
we call purgatory.
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READINGS
17th Sunday of Ordinary Time—C
Reading I: Gn 18:20-32
Psalm: Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8
Reading II: Col 2:12-14
Gospel: Lk 11:1-13
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Ask, Ask, Ask, Ask, Ask

In the Gospel Reading, Jesus teaches his disciples
how to pray; he gives us the Lord’s prayer.
The first thing to notice about the Lord’s prayer is
that it is full of petitions.
The first petition is that God’s name would be hallowed. The second is that God’s kingdom would
come. The third is that God would give us our daily
bread. And so on.
The Lord’s prayer isn’t just a litany of praise to God,
then. It isn’t just an expression of a pious wish that
God’s will be done. It isn’t only a surrender of one’s
own will to God. Just look at the request for daily
bread. It presents to God what we want God to give
us. Having desires and presenting them to God are
required by the Lord’s prayer.
The second thing to notice is that people don’t generally get what they ask for.
Ask and you will receive, the Lord says. But how
many people around the world pray the Lord’s prayer and go without food that day? And food is only
the beginning. In every mass we ask God for healing: “Only say the word and my soul shall be
healed.” Then we lug our sinful, sick, and sorrowful
souls around another day.
So here is the third thing to notice. Jesus doesn’t
promise that we will get the very thing we ask for.
He says that if we ask, we will receive; but he
doesn’t happen to mention what we will receive.
If you think about it, you can see the point. If a sick
person could heal himself, he would be the doctor,
not the patient. The patient’s job is to want to get
well. It is the doctor’s job to figure out how to get
him well.
In the same way, the Lord’s prayer requires us to
trust God enough to tell him what we want—over
and over and over. Our job is to ask continually.
God’s job is to figure out what to give us that will
really fill us and heal us.
So we might not get what we ask for. But as long as
we keep asking, the Lord promises that we will receive—grace, pressed down, shaken together, running over, and gently given, from the God who loves
us.
Eleonore Stump
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ORATIO IMPERATA AGAINST THE COVID-19
Merciful and compassionate Father, we come to
you in our need to seek your protection against
the Covid-19 virus that has disturbed
and even claimed lives.
We ask you now to look upon us with love and
by your healing hand, dispel the fear of sickness
and death, restore our hope, and
strengthen our faith.
We pray that you guide the people tasked to
find cures for this disease and to stem
its transmission.
We pray for our health workers that they may
minister to the sick with competence and
compassion.
Grant them health in mind and body, strength
in their commitment, protection from
the disease.
We pray for those afflicted. May they be
restored to health.
Protect those who care for them.
Grant eternal rest to those who have died.
Give us the grace in these trying times to work
for the good of all and to help those in need.
May our concern and compassion for each other see us through this crisis and lead us to conversion and holiness.
Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ
your Son who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.
Amen.
Mother Mary, help of all Christians, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
St. Roch, pray for us.
REPORT ABUSE
Protecting God’s Children
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously
any and all credible complaints, and encourages
anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual
misconduct by the clergy, religious and lay staff
to tell us immediately, so that we may take
appropriate action to protect others and provide
support to sexual abuse victims. To report an
allegation call Child and Youth Protection. 201407-3256, Fax: 973-497-4001. Or In person,
171 Clifton Avenue. Newark, NJ 07104

Ministries: If you’re interested in ministries of ser-

vice either as a Lector or Eucharistic Minister, please
fill out the form below and give it to Fr Frank. An information & a training session will be held so you’ll be
prepared.
Name : ___________________________________
Telephone _________________________________
___ I am interested in serving as a Lector
___ I would like to serve as an Eucharistic Minister
We are Looking for more Altar Servers, girls and
boys, third grade or older, to participate as ALTAR
Servers. This ministry is a wonderful privilege for either young
Or older people. It allows you to participate actively
in the weekend celebrations of the Eucharist. Please
fill out the form below and return to the rectory or Fr
Frank
Name:________________________ Grade _______
Phone_____________________ School __________

You can Sponsor the ALTAR BREAD,
the SACRIFICIAL WINE, or the
SANCTUARY LAMP!
The Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Bread and Sacrificial
Wine are nice ways to remember someone in need
of healing, those who are celebrating births,
anniversaries, etc. or a deceased loved one.
It reminds us the ever presence of Christ. We bring
our intentions into HIS PRESENCE with our offering.
If you wish to remember someone in this special
way, the Sanctuary Lamp will burn for a week, and
the Altar Bread OR the Sacrificial Wine of everyday
Mass will be offered for your intention an entire week
Please, consider offering the: (circle one)
Sanctuary Lamp or Altar Bread or Sacrificial Wine
In Memory of:
__________________________________________
Or for this special occasion: _________________
__________________________________________
Starting on: ____/____/____ (always starts on Sundays)
Requested by:______________________________
Telephone No.:______________________________
Please fill out this form and return it, either to the
Rectory or to Fr. Frank, with a check in the
amount of $25.
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